
THANK YOU NOTES TO 
HARRY CHRISTOPHERS 

FROM THE H+H AUDIENCE



These messages have been gathered from  
members of the Handel and Haydn Society  

audience to express their affection, admiration,  
and appreciation for Artistic Director Harry  
Christophers during his final performances  

with H+H in 2022.



Mr. Christophers, you turned so many into lovers of choral music. No tricks, no pretense, just beautiful 
music, sung superbly and directed with quiet clarity. - Jane Dew

Such wonderful enthusiasm, well done Harry. Mick and you still going strong - Dawn Ayres

Such joy you have brought to us. Grazie mille. - GraceAnne Andreassi DeCandido

“Thanks for the many many concerts. IT WONT BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU!  
Bill Sano (Salem, Mass.), Baroque Fanatic

Your many years with H&H flew by too quickly. Thank you for taking command and leading us all into a 
new era. We will never forget your concerts concerts that took us to new levels and hope you will return. 
- Deb Hanley and Frank McGuire

To promote the love of good music and a better performance of it, you made it! - Tianyang Ren

Thank you for your dynamic being. Such music, such movement! - Anastasia Vassos

You will be missed, Harry! Thank you for your leadership. - Miriam and Kenneth Campbell

A heartfelt THANK YOU for the years of joy, and talent leading at H & H.  Well done.  Wishing you the 
best that life has to offer. - Joyce Amico

Dear Maestro Christophers, My name is Rebecca Pringle and I was a part of CSA, Youth Chamber Choir, 
and the High School Soloists Program for several years. H+H has given me so much, it has really made  
me who I am as a person. I had the opportunity to meet you after our performance of Mozart’s Requiem 
in 2019. You signed my score and we took a picture together  which was delightful! You are such an  
amazing person and musician, and I look up to you so much. You have given so much to the world of 
music and beyond. I am in awe of your passion and dedication as a conductor, musician, and person. 
Thank you endlessly for your contributions, not only to H+H, but to the world as a whole. You are so  
awesome!!! Sincerely, Rebecca Pringle

I just discovered H+H this past year - thank you for a wonderful first season in your own final season,  
Harry! - Kate Lonergan

Thank you for your years of bringing beautiful music to so many! I have loved watching your obvious 
pleasure in conducting the glorious H&H chorus and orchestra and your graceful fluid way of doing that. 
Best wishes! - Ann Marie



Dear Harry. Thank you for 13 fabulous years of music, you have brought so much enjoyment to so many, 
you will be greatly missed! I hope you continue to come back and inspire us from time to time! - Tom & 
Lou Cashman

Mr. Christophers,  Thank you for the many years of marvelous music. You have brought joy to my wife and 
I, even in difficult times.  We wish you the best in all future endeavours. - Stephen Garanin and Bonnie 
Parri

Dear Harry,  Thank you so much for your wonderful concerts with H&H over the years and, most partic-
ularly, thank you for introducing me to Bach’s Lutheran Masses through your concerts and through the 
beautiful recordings of same you’ve made with The Sixteen.A character in my novel in process, DENSHER 
IN VENICE, an extension of the fate of Henry James’s character, Merton Densher, from WINGS Of THE 
DOVE, decides to become a choral conductor based on his love of these pieces.  Very best to you going 
forward, Elizabeth Cowley Tyler 

Dear Harry, You have made music come alive to me in a precious and moving way. Thank you for this gift. 
- Gwyneth Loud

Dear Harry Christophers, I can’t tell you how much our family has enjoyed the music of H+H under your 
leadership. Our daughter sang with the youth program, and being part of the chorus of Messiah with you 
conducting has been a highlight of her young life. She described you as a brilliant and gentlemanly  
leader. Thank you for the music and your leadership. - Sara Ader

Tremendous effort Harry. Classy and refined. The orchestra was pure rapture at times. My best to Ms. 
Nosky. She really shines up there. I experienced rapture in my heart when I was at Jordan Hall for a  
concert. - Peter F.

Thank you so very much for giving me wonderful memories of going to Messiah with my daughter, who 
is 22. She heard my recording of Messiah when she was growing up, but going to see it performed live, 
has made a lifelong impression on her. I also want to thank you for the recordings of Chandos Anthems 
you recorded with The Sixteen. They are some of my favorite pieces of music.  I had never heard of them 
before your recordings and they have enriched my life. - D Spenciner

As a parent of a former H&H Young Men’s Chorus member, it was utter joy to hear, see, take in the  
magnificent Mozart Requiem performances.  My son will never forget having the opportunity to perform 
with the professional H&H chorus & of course, with you directing.  Our family extends our gratitude to 
you & the H&H Society for the extraordinary experiences, ranging from the every Saturday rehearsals to 
sharing the Symphony Hall stage. Your leadership made possible & prioritized youth education and I am 
grateful for the life shaping impact you’ve made on our young man. - Wendy Paul



So happy to have been able to experience your tenure at H+H! You’ve left an indelible mark. All the best 
in your future endeavors, which I look forward to following. - Beth Houston

Dear Mr. Christophers, Over the years we’ve counted on your ability to move aside whatever the travails 
of the moment are and replace them with a place of calm and beauty. You have never disappointed. You 
have led H&H to results far beyond the mere sum of it’s artists. 

Forever in our memories is the first time we saw you paint the sky with the sweeping arc of your arm 
as you made physical the glorious crescendos of Messiah’s Hallelujah Chorus and Amen. It was as if you 
were painting Symphony Hall with a comet’s celestial colors, power and wonder. Your marriage of the 
joys of conducting and the sounds created never ceased to amaze and lift our spirits. Thank you.

Blessings to you on your journey, Bruce Repko and Kathleen Brilhart

You have enriched our lives for more than a decade, Harry. Your Bach concert on October 14, 2012,  
featuring Magnificat, enticed us back to H+H; we quickly became subscribers and supporters. Your  
annual Messiah was always a highlight of our Christmas season; we also enjoyed being exposed to  
unfamiliar Handel oratorios. And though Haydn had rarely been on our radar, your focus on a variety  
of his works revealed his humanity and humor as well as the variety of his works; the Haydn masses are 
striking and your Creation is the best we’ve heard (so glad you have recorded those H+H CDs). We  
especially treasure your branching out to Bach, Monteverdi, Purcell, and even a bit of Byrd.

Beyond your passion and charisma as conductor, we have also appreciated your kindness and good cheer 
in dealing with both the Society and your “fans.” We’ve met you at all but one of your post-concert CD 
signings in the decade we’ve attended, and many times these have followed exhausting performances. 
You never failed to be cordial, engaging, and even funny. You’ve signed our CDs of H+H as well as The 
Sixteen, the H+H Bicentennial history as well as your own recent A New Heaven.

At the H+H “virtual auction” in 2020, I somehow won the “virtual conversation” with you from your home 
in England that October. We talked about H+H, The Sixteen, the greatness of Purcell, your youth, Colin 
Davis, Paul McCartney, and Arsenal FC--one of the most memorable hours of my life. I started that chat 
by reminding you of the CD signing when I told you that Sandy and I had seen you and the Sixteen twice 
in 2013 when I was teaching in London--you conducted Bach at Kings Place and the Choral Pilgrimage 
(The Queen of Heaven) at the Greenwich Naval College chapel. Sandy interjected--at that CD signing-
-that we had “stalked you all over London!”) You good-naturedly grabbed the day’s program book and 
whacked her arm! We all laughed, and Sandy and I both enjoy telling friends how she was publicly  
reprimanded by a great maestro!

We wish you and your family every good wish. And we hope to see you again at the H+H podium as the 
returning Conductor Emeritus. Meanwhile, if and when we return to London, we will be sure to be in the 
audience for as many Sixteen concerts as possible.

- Wes (& Sandy) Mott



Dear Mr. Christophers, Our sentiment was well expressed by Jeffrey Gantz (Globe Correspondent), when 
he wrote, “What? Over so soon?”  We thank you for the many hours of glorious music enjoyment you 
brought into our lives over the last thirteen years.  Not only our lives, but also numerous personal friends 
from New Hampshire who began to join us at various concerts over recent years.  It’s been a pure delight! 
Your boundless energy, skill, refreshing interpretation, and masterful  musicianship has enriched our lives 
at every concert.  You will be greatly missed. 

Thank you for allowing us to sit in on many rehearsals.  It was always a musical feast to watch you  
work with the chorus.  We relished the experience.  When there was an opportunity to talk, you often 
commented about our coming, “All the way to Boston from NH to just sit in a rehearsal.”  Well, it wasn’t 
just any rehearsal.  It allowed us to watch the very best.  My wife and I work with choirs.  Observing you 
craft the music was always a valuable and enjoyable learning experience providing us with new effective 
tools.  It has revolutionized our approach to working with choirs and has made us better.  We are  
grateful for what you have taught us. We will continue to attend H&H concerts under new leadership, but 
look forward to your appearances as conductor laureate. 

With much gratitude, admiration, and kind regards, your friends in New Hampshire,  
Kurt & Suzanne Woetzel

It has been a delight to watch and hear your work over the past 13 years.  Thank you! - Beth Young

Thank you for making music a central part of our lives! We have savored every moment of your  
marvelous performances. We will miss you terribly! - Suzanne and Robert Art

Dear Harry, it is such a joy to watch you in action. I remember one time you danced all the way around 
your podium and our hearts sang at your exuberance. We’ve watched every one of your Messiahs and 
each time felt tremendously uplifted and filled with the spirit of Advent. What a blessing you are! You will 
be greatly missed. - Sarah Gallop

You brought such musical joy to our lives! Thanks! - Danielle Beaudry and family

Thank you, Harry! You have treated all of us in the H+H family to so many magnificent performances over 
the past 13 years! We got to watch you dance/direct our musicians onstage, and hold the audience’s rapt 
attention for those critical extra 3 seconds at the end of each piece, so we could truly appreciate the 
beauty of what we had heard before breaking into resounding and appreciative applause. There were so 
many moments of sublime perfection for us personally from the choral presentations - they were close to 
spiritual experiences, our preferred kind of high. 

Add to this your British charm, that cute smile, a twinkle in your eye, and you have had us eagerly eating 
out of your hands. Please come back often. You have many loyal and loving friends here in Boston!

Love, Mary and Sherif



I don’t think in 13 years you missed quietly singing/ mouthing a single vocal syllable in any H&H vocal 
performance. All the best to you for a healthy and happy future musical journey. - Pam and Dan Kaplan

Dear Harry: Thank you for 13 wonderful years at the helm of H&H. Under your direction, the orchestra has 
never sounded better. H&H is a treasure and you have guided them to even better heights. We will miss 
you and wish you well in all your endeavors. - Margaret Thomas

In March 2015, my son Leo Weisskoff was an eighth grader in the Young Men’s Chorus, which made him 
the youngest person on stage for the St. Matthew Passion you conducted. It is one of my favorite pieces, 
but I did not know what to expect for him, a 13-year-old boy sitting on stage for nearly three hours. His 
sister Zoe sang it with H&H three years prior, but she was a junior in high school at the time. I suggested 
that Leo follow along in the libretto and enjoy some vivid story-telling and playing. Leo also played bass, 
so I knew he would enjoy the close-up view of the strings as well as the singers.    

After the Friday performance he definitely had some questions and comments. Of course the gamba was 
a big hit (do you remember the first time you saw one?), and he wanted to know if it was possible to be  
a tenor forever (I take it he liked the Evangelist and the tenor soloist). We got home Sunday night and I 
fully expected he would retreat to some mindless video games. He did indeed retreat, but reappeared  
later, and here is what he said: “Mom, I’ve been listening to other St. Matthew Passions, and their  
Evangelists are just not as good as ours!” Well, that made me burst with pride, joy, and thanks to you for 
giving him this inspiring opportunity!  What more could a parent want? I also remember crossing Mass. 
Ave. afterwards with some of the kids, and how friendly and kind you were to wave to them when they 
were whispering about you in their star-struck way. 

Leo is a junior at New England Conservatory now, a jazz bassist. I’m grateful to you and H&H for the 
high-quality, joyful, supportive experiences he and his sisters had with the youth choruses.

Best wishes and thanks to you! Ann Marie Lindquist

It is exceptionally difficult to picture H&H -- indeed the Boston music scene -- without you, but you  
deserve a rest and the freedom to pursue whatever will be next in your life! - Robert N. Stavins

Thank you so much for the enjoyment I’ve experienced from your Boston concerts. I appreciate not only 
your musical talents, but also your pleasant manner. I will miss you when you return to England.  
- Jill Keener

Thank you for 13 years of superb concerts! I’ve attended H&H since 2004, and your passion and  
professionalism have been the highlight. Wishing you the best in your next chapter. - Ann Thomas



Dear Harry, From the first time you picked up the baton and became Maestro of the Handel and Haydn 
Society I knew we were in for amazing concert experiences. Your reputation had preceded you, and I, 
having sung in the large H+H volunteer chorus from 1977 to 1981, was interested in how you would  
develop today’s small professional chorus. It didn’t take long for me to understand why your ability to 
achieve fine musical interpretation and performance is considered “legend” in the world. You brought us 
the best and we grew in stature. For that I thank you.

The pandemic and the cease of live performance for the last two years made me even more grateful for 
your contribution in this your final year with us. You have taught me to listen for different approaches to 
familiar passages, and the best, for the sublime blend of sound you have achieved with the chorus that 
takes my breath away. 

The night before the January 28, 2022, Haydn and Mozart concert, I attended a zoom lecture on Haydn 
offered to members of the Commonwealth Chorale in preparation for their May concert. It was very  
creative with visuals of his scores, and I learned that Haydn loved to dance and how this is reflected in his 
music. You can imagine my delight to sit in Symphony Hall the very next night, remember the finer points 
of the lecture, and watch you move to the rhythm, dare I say “dance”, as you conducted. That night you 
became my Haydn.

Thank you, Harry, for making the Handel and Haydn experience a gift. - Martha Bancroft

Attending H&H concerts under your direction has been one of the highlights of my life in the past few 
years since I started regularly attending the shows at Symphony Hall. The ensemble has consistently 
created magical and joyful experiences for me. Thank you so much for your impeccable conducting and 
dedicated leadership. I wish you all the best in whatever future direction your life takes. - Jeff Fisher

Dear Harry, What a joy to have had you lead us into the future for so many wonderful years of music! I  
am hoping to continue to see you on the podium now and then for however many years I have left of 
concert-going!   With the most affectionate regards to you and Lonnie, and memories of a happy lunch  
at our place by the water watching the hummingbirds buzzing and singing in their own way.  
- Janet Parker Whitla

Thank you, Harry, for the years of superb music and joy you have brought to me and Boston. We will miss 
you much but look forward to your guest appearances. It has been a pleasure getting to know you and 
having you lead the Handel and Haydn Society.  All the best, Joe Mari

Harry, like I told you I would, I shoveled snow heroically to insure your concert happened Sunday.  
Success!  And most importantly, I shoveled a path for myself to come hear the Mass a 2nd time. Deepest 
Thanks for your being with H&H these years (and into the future). - John Curuby



Harry,  Before you arrived, I thought that Handel & Haydn performed at the highest level.  You showed us 
all what more is possible.  We’re all so grateful - thank you! - Tom Draper

Harry: you were a pleasure to see and hear your conducting for the last 13 years. As was said  many years 
ago -“it isn’t over until the fat lady sings” so perhaps like many in your business you will be back. All my 
best wishes. - Carolyn and Mark Lichtenstein

And we only just began—my first Messiah performance your last.  But what a show!  Truly wonderful—it 
is/was so beautiful and comforting and energizing and ‘connective’ all at once. Best wishes for all that 
comes next! - Anne Johnson

Dear Harry - It’s been an amazing 13(!) seasons. We are so grateful for your talents, but especially your 
ability to bring a fresh experience to familiar works and those that are new to us. Every Messiah with you 
is like hearing the work for the first time. - Susan Stemper + Peter Lieberwirth

You have been a joyful part of my musical life since the beginning of your time with H&H. I have admired 
your ebullient personality on stage and off and appreciate your gifts to our Boston community. We will 
feel the void your departure will create. Thank you for Symphony Hall joy. - Martha Ferko

Hello  Maestro, My wife and I and our family want to thank you for bringing so much great music to New 
England, Boston and Symphony Hall. Keeping the music of the masters alive is so important as is the 
educational programs offered through  H+H. Thank you for your tremendous dedication and caring for all 
involved with the music and experience. God Bless. - Rob + Jodie Rose and family

Dear Mr Christophers, The H&H production of The Messiah that I heard in Symphony Hall in 2019 set a 
new standard of appreciation for me. It was sublime and uplifting and moved me to tears. Thank you for 
your outstanding musical leadership over the years. Boston will miss you - you have so many fans here. 
Best wishes for your future endeavors.  
- Ann Elliott-Holmes

My daughter sang for a number of years with the H&H VAP singer/youth/young women’s choruses.  
A high point was meeting and working with you.  Your gifts are myriad and your influences will ripple 
endlessly outward.  Thank you! - Marla Smith, mom of Sydney VAP ‘14

Thank you for filling our hearts with music. It has been a delight to attend your concerts! - Regina H. 
Altreuter





Greetings from Maine! Thank you for your infectious joy at the helm of Handel and Haydn. You have 
helped my young adult children access the beauty of music more completely. The quality of your  
performances has helped me be vulnerable to the music and to let it into my being for the purposes of 
recalibration. Thank you! - Sheila Murphy

It has been a great pleasure to experience on a regular basis your eloquence, both as a conductor and as 
a public speaker. For more than a dozen years you have brought a clear and elegant vision to all your  
performances, above all your systematic explorations of the two composers in our organization’s name, 
as well as the music of J.S. Bach. And you have explained in plain English concepts of music and music 
making as articulately as anyone I know. For example, your explanation of Allegri’s “Miserere me, Deus” 
from the stage, during the performace, was a surprise and totally brilliant. I recall so many deft  
interpretative touches in your concerts, but it is enough to specify one: the way you have the vocal  
soloists in “Messiah” stand and sign alongside the chorus during the “Amen” -- that is just thrilling. Those 
four singers may be the loudest vocalists on the stage, and they are certainly the closest to the audience. 
The effect is electric, glorious, and joyful, and it stays with me for days afterward. Thank you, Harry, for so 
doing so much for the audiences of New England and beyond. - Frederick Ilchman

It has been an honor to sing in the chorus under your direction. Thank you for bringing us quality music 
and sharing your talents with Boston and the world! - Wee Kiat Chia

Dear Maestro Christophers, thank you for all the beautiful years of music under your hand. I am  
especially grateful for your kindness to my daughter and her peers when she was in the H&H youth  
program and had the once in a lifetime opportunity to sing in the choir as part of the Messiah. A  
mother’s heart doesn’t get any fuller than that! Blessings to you as you travel on to the next chapter,  
and remember you are loved. - Ellen Carlson (Van Nest)

Dear Harry,

You clearly were the right person at the right time for the Handel and Haydn Society! You have done  
a fabulous job of expanding, energizing, and improving H+H’s artistic output and an amazing job of 
broadening the audience beyond our city and even our country.  Above all, I appreciate your efforts  
leading H+H into the digital world, where it must now learn to thrive. What a gift you have been for all  
of us who are affiliated with H+H. I hope there will be many more years of collaboration between you  
and H+H despite your ceasing to be its artistic director. I wish you many happy, creative years to come.

Best,
Winifred Li

Year after year, we traveled from Maine to see you conduct the Messiah.  With my retirement in 2018 we 
have moved to Florida, escaping Maine winters.  On April 29, we will be in the audience to see one of 
your last performances. Of all the people I don’t know personally, you may be the only one to cause me 
to travel all the way from Florida, for one last concert and as a way of saying thank you for many years of 
great music. - Evert Fowle Vassalboro



Thank you, thank you, thank you! - Jeanne Yozell

Dear Harry, your conducting of the Mass in B Minor was amazing and made me love vocal music! Thanks 
for the great performances and lovely music. - Michael Nir

Today’s performance was exemplary of your work, Maestro: well conceived, planned and executed. A thrill 
for the audience, as well as for the musicians. Thank You so very much! - Janne and Jack

We appreciate the way you inspire the orchestra with your energy and enthusiasm for the music. It makes 
for a very enjoyable concert experience. Best wishes, Jim & Nina Harper

Dear Harry, Diane and I thank you sincerely for your leadership, artistic brilliance, and dedication to H&H, 
our audience, our students, and our greater community.  I has been an honor and pleasure to know you, 
to benefit from your artistic vision, and to sit happily for countless hours while you and your colleague  
musicians and guests performed brilliantly a wide repertoire of wonderful music.

H&H is a society in many senses of the word.  From its early days as a “performing club” to its current 
incarnation as a leading orchestra and chorus in the historically informed field, it has served its audience, 
its community and, increasingly,  the profession.  As time passes, I am confident that we will look back 
upon the Christophers years as among our best and as a period when H&H grew from local fame to true 
national prominence.  All this was possibly only because what we performed was so very good.  That, in 
turn, is all due to you!

Diane and I have fond memories of several dinners with you when we discussed a wide range of topics.  
But the largest part of our memory of you will be of seeing the back of you in the very best sense of the 
word!  We can only imagine how many hours we have sat on the center aisle of Symphony Hall in row J 
looking at your back and listening to the results of your genius.

So thank you, good luck, and God Speed, Bob Scott & Diane Spencer

Thank You Harry Christophers For The Continuing Gift of Your Music - Gary Hinkle

The H&H concerts are one of the highlights of my life.  Thank you very much. - Phyllis Maddox

In 2011, I took a girl I had met a week prior to Symphony Hall for the H+H’s 196th season performance of
Beethoven’s Fifth. Afterwards, we walked down Newbury street for a late dinner. The date went so well
that I was able to get another date with her. We are now married, have two kids and a third one on
the way. We love the Handel and Haydn Society, as it has been intertwined in our love story ever since.
Throughout the past 11 years of enjoying the society’s performances together, Harry has been at the helm.
It won’t be the same without him. Bon Voyage Mr. Christophers. Thanks for all the memories.
- Robert Logan, Ph.D.





Thank you for the great concerts you led. You will be missed! - Miriam and Ken Campbell

We, sir, are in your debt for the wondrous gifts of music you have given over the past 13 years. Yours is 
a luminous quality of inspiration and musicianship beyond any I have seen. You coax magic out of the 
printed staff each and every performance. You will not be forgotten. Good luck in all your future musical 
adventures. Come back often! - Mary H. DeGarmo

Thanks not just for you artistic work, but also your kindness to my family in the Wow Child episode. The 
photo you signed has a place of honor in my living room. - Stephen Mattin

Thank You Harry for being You. You are in the hearts of all of us. All the Best to you. - Charles Q. Duncan

I cannot tell you how much I have enjoyed your work with Handel and Haydn. Your energy and passion 
for the music is visible, even from my seats in the back. Thanks for so many years of incredible work. You 
will be missed, and I wish you the very best in your new adventure! - Mary Shannon Thomas

Dear Harry Christophers, I live in Madrid; I deeply admire your work along your career, specially with The 
Sixteen. Thank you very much for the excelence in the interpretation of vocal repertory ever. I had the 
opportunity to sing Messiah for Fundación La Caixa in 2016, that you conducted. It was an amazing 
experience that I’ll never forget. Afterwards, I enrolled at the Handel Oratorio Society in Madrid, to sing 
Handel’s Oratorios, which I really enjoy. While conducting us you were extremely kind and polite all the 
time and made us feel like real musicians. Best wishes for you from now on. We’ll never forget how much 
you and your group let us enjoy the beauty of music. - Antonio Caparrós

Thank you for 13 amazing years! It’s been amazing and trilling to be a part of such beautiful renditions of 
this period music. So many great memories! Thank you! - Becky

Thank you for leading Handel & Haydn to greatness!  We have loved getting to know the artists as well as 
the music. You will be missed. - Sara Milder

Dear Harry, I could make a long list of your amazing contributions to Handel and Haydn Society, the only 
question would be where to begin. I am profoundly grateful for them. However, if I had to select one in 
particular which has been especially memorable it would be your permitting subscribers to attend the 
Messiah rehearsals in the Christian Science Center. That truly gave us the opportunity to watch you in 
action, to observe how you interact with the Chorus and its individual members. It also provided us the 
opportunity to interact personally with you. I have long wanted to make it to London and attend a  
performance of your Sixteen.

May God bless you always, Lucas Wegmann







Mr. Christophers, thank you for your commitment to choral excellence here in New England and the 
world. Several years ago, my wife and I attended a performance of Handel’s Messiah there in Boston, and 
it changed our lives forever. Your incredible energy and musicality, combined with the wonderful choir, 
made the performance an unforgettable experience. Though it was several years ago, and I’ve listened 
to other performances of The Messiah since then, my wife and I continue to recall that particular night 
with great fondness. I can say, without equivocation, that it was the finest performance of The Messiah 
I’ve ever had the joy of hearing. We will miss your esteemed presence in Boston. God has given you a 
wondrous gift of musical expression, and you have graciously shared it with us these past thirteen years. 
Your musical offerings have enriched the lives of many people and provided a glimpse of what the music 
of Heaven must be. Further, we owe a great debt to you for lifting our spirits above the darkness of this 
present world and giving us hope. Is it cheap hyperbole to say such things? Not at all, for that is part of 
the great mystery and wonder of music; it transcends our present time and temporal circumstances. In 
the hands of a true Artist, music speaks into our lives with renewed freshness and relevance. Your  
performances have certainly accomplished this, and our hearts are full of gratitude. May God continue to 
bless you and keep you wherever you go, Maestro Christophers! - Michael Winningham

Thoroughly, we have enjoyed all thirteen of your seasons with H&H.  Your enthusiasm at the podium is 
infectious.  You have brought to Symphony Hall an array of outstanding soloists (many of them trained in 
Great Britain).  We wish you joy and fulfillment in all that you undertake. - Beth and Frank Waldorf

Thank you for your energy, passion and love of music which comes through in every performance!  All the 
very best for your future endeavors. - Bill O’Dell

Thank you for the creative programming, wonderful execution of the music and JOY you have given us.  
- Phyllis Vineyard

You’ve done a wonderful job at H&H. Christopher Hogwood would be proud. - Patricia Yeiser

Thank you Harry for all your amazing energy and understanding of the music. It always has seemed you 
are able to draw out the best in the musicians and singers. I do hope you come back for a guest perfor-
mance from time to time. Best wishes for your next endeavors. - Diane Palmer

So many changes in life over the last decade and a half. Your presence has been one of the wonderful 
constants in a sea of change.  Thank you for bringing us excellence and a cheerful spirit. - Kathy Kirby

From the very 1st Handel Messiah (before you were part of H&H) until now, I have enjoyed every one of 
your concerts You bring a freshness and musical aliveness to every single performance. - Kathie Larsen



Thanks for  
the memories!




